
M&E RAILWAY STORES BUTANE TANK CARS IN HANOVER TOWNSHIP 

 

The following announcement is to provide you with firsthand factual information 

concerning an issue involving the Morristown & Erie Railway (M&E) and to assure 

residents that the Township is taking whatever steps are necessary in order to 

ensure the safety and welfare of the community:  

The M&E is a short-line railroad based in Morristown with branches running 

through Whippany, Cedar Knolls, Dover, Rockaway and Chester.  As a freight 

carrier, the M&E falls under the jurisdiction of the Federal Railroad Administration 

and is required to comply with Federal regulations concerning railroad 

operations. 

Recently, the M&E advised the Township that it has entered into an agreement 

with a private contractor to store rail cars filled with liquefied butane on a rail 

siding parallel to South Jefferson Road.  Currently, there are thirty-six (36) such 

tank cars stored on the siding.  Butane is a highly flammable, hazardous 

substance.    

The butane tank cars are considered state-of-the-art with double thick lined walls, 

insulation and no grab handles on the lower portion of the cars for safety 

reasons.  However, the potential for an accident always exists.  Through the 

Township Attorney, the Township Committee, has filed a protest with the M&E 

demanding the removal of the butane tank cars.  M&E’s attorney advised the 

Township that it will not do so because a Federal Railway inspector inspected the 

storage site and found no violations of Federal law.  The attorney further stated 

that the M&E will continue to inspect the cars and track in the interest of safety.  

In view of the response, the Township Committee is taking the following action.  

First, the Township Committee plans to introduce an Ordinance at its next 

meeting requiring the M&E to implement certain specific safety measures and 

incurring such costs in protecting the residents of our community and the public 

in general.  If the M&E fails to cooperate, the Township is prepared to file an 

action in Superior Court.   

Secondly, the Township’s Office of Emergency Management, in cooperation and 

coordination with our Police and Health Departments and Whippany and Cedar 

Knolls Fire Districts 2 and 3, is preparing a Rail Incident Response Plan to deal 

with any problem that might arise involving the storage and/or movement of the 

butane tank cars.  The Township’s OEM and Fire Departments also met with 

representatives of the Water Authority to ensure that an adequate water supply is 

available around the storage siding. 

The Township will keep residents informed of any other developments through 

the web site and the news media. 


